Driven to Do More
In San Diego, there is an undeniable pursuit for more. More days spent outdoors. More
people impacted by your work. More ways to do things better. And with breakthrough tech
companies and research organizations, the largest military concentration in the world,

Because
we’re changing

and a strong tourism industry, the San Diego region has one of the most diverse, dynamic
economies in the world.

LEARN MORE ABOUT LIVING THE GOOD LIFE IN
SAN DIEGO BY VISITING SDLIFECHANGING.ORG.

the world.
We are a region of passionate innovators and
forward-thinking companies, who are driven to make
the world a better place. We work on things that
matter here. From sequencing the human genome,
curing diseases, developing 5G technology, and
increasing mobility across the globe, San Diegans
are determined to change the world.

Proudly sponsored by

Why
San Diego?

Cutting-Edge Makers
With an unparalleled quality of life, it’s no surprise that San Diego’s
leisure-focused companies in craft beer, sports and active lifestyle,
#3 IN THE U.S.
FOR LIFE SCIENCES
AND BIOTECH

and manufacturing are also thriving here. Big names in sports, like

HOME TO 3 BIOMEDICAL
INSTITUTIONS RANKED
AMONG THE WORLD’S
TOP 20

TaylorMade Golf, Callaway Golf, and Titleist, hit the greens in North

Thriving Tech Hub

County, while the MLB San Diego Padres hold down the mound in

Global tech giants headquartered here (Qualcomm, Illumina, Cubic, Viasat, Sony Electronics, and

instruments used by some of the world’s most famous musicians, like

more) are enriching everyday lives of people around the world through their smart technologies

Jason Mraz and Taylor Swift, while countless craft breweries pour over

found inside mobile devices, transportation cards, airplanes, and now even robotic dogs for people

the entire region, from Oceanside to Chula Vista.

downtown’s Petco Park Stadium. East County’s Taylor Guitars creates

who can’t have pets.

Tourism Remains Strong

Proud Military Heritage
#1 CONCENTRATION
OF MILITARY IN
THE WORLD

#9 UNIVERSITY FOR
BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH
IN THE WORLD
(UC SAN DIEGO)

35 MILLION
VISITORS
PER YEAR

Widely known as a vacation destination, San Diego consistently ranks

The military strand of San Diego’s DNA is still embedded in much of what we do today. Home to

in the top 10 for visitor and meeting destinations in the country,

the largest concentration of military forces in the world, San Diego is leading the defense industry,

with a growing sector focused on arts and culture.

BALBOA PARK IS
2X THE SIZE OF
NYC’S CENTRAL
PARK

propelling it forward with new technologies in unmanned vehicles, robotics, cyber security, and

The Future is Bright

shipbuilding. Bases include the Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Naval Amphibious Base Coronado, and Naval Base San Diego.

San Diego’s story isn’t just about where we’ve been. It’s about where

Global Research Powerhouse

we’re going, and inspiring the next generation of creators, innovators,

San Diego’s six universities and more than 80 research institutions conduct groundbreaking

the only thing that’s bright in San Diego.

and entrepreneurs. So grab your shades – because the sunshine isn’t

HOME TO THE
#1 BALLPARK
IN AMERICA

research, train the region’s workforce, and provide a unique workforce and technology infrastructure
that enables San Diego to compete for investment and jobs in the global arena. But they’re not just
breaking new ground; they’re also shattering glass ceilings.
#1 CITY FOR
EXPECTED TECH JOB
GROWTH

1919
US Navy makes San
Diego Bay home base
for its Pacific Fleet.

#1 UNIVERSITY IN THE
U.S. FOR FEMALE STEM
GRADUATES

1936
Minor League San
Diego Padres team is
established, jumpstarting the baseball
career of the infamous
Ted Williams.

1960
Salk Institute for
Biological Studies and
UC San Diego are founded
(Coincidence these two
research powerhouses
started the same year?
We think not).

150+ CRAFT
BREWERIES
IN SAN DIEGO
COUNTY

HIGHEST NUMBER OF WOMEN GRADUATING WITH A STEM DEGREE
IN THE COUNTRY – MORE THAN MIT AND HARVARD COMBINED

1971
Cubic enters
transportation industry,
propelling the mobilityas-a-service movement
with its smart card
technology.

1972

1978

1985

1995

1998

2003

2018

2019

Sony Electronics
establishes a
San Diego location,
which becomes its
North American
headquarters.

San Diego’s first
biotech company,
Hybritech, is founded
and spawns San
Diego’s thriving
biotech ecosystem.

Qualcomm is
founded, becoming
the creators of
the world’s most
advanced 5G
technology.

White Labs is
founded, catapulting
San Diego to its
renowned “Capital of
Craft Beer” title.

Illumina is founded,
launching a new era
of gene sequencing
technologies.

J. Craig Venter
sequences the human
genome.

Global tech giants like
Amazon, Apple, Pfizer,
Teradata, Walmart Labs,
and Wrike expand in
San Diego.

Local startups
Seismic, TuSimple,
and Kyriba reach
“unicorn” status,
with billion-dollar
valuations.

